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By Ifaac Bickerfaff E{q; 


Froth, Thurfday Oober 20. to Satw'day Oaber 22. 1709. 


From my on Apartment, Ottober 21. 


Have teceiv'd a Letter fubferib'd 4. B. 
wherein it has been reprefented to me as an 
Enormity, That there are more than ordina- 
ry Crowds of Women at the Old-Baily when 
a Rape is to be try'd: But by Mr. A.B. 3 Fa-. 

your, I can’t tell who are fo much concern’d in that 
pet of the Law as that Sex, . they being, he only 
erfons liable to fuch Infults. Nor indeed do 
think it more unreafonable that they fhould’ be in- 
quifitive on fuch Occafions, than Men of Honour 
when one: is try'd for killing another in a Dur!. 
It is very natural to enquire how the fatal Pafs_was 
made, that we may the’ better defend, our felves 
when we come to be attack'd. Several eminent La- 
dies appear’d lately at the Court of Juftice on fuch 
an Occafion, and with great Patience and Attention 
fay'd the whole Trials of two Perfons for the a- 
bovefaid Crime. The Law to me indeed feems a 
little defeétive in this Point ; and it 1s a very great 
Hardthip, that this Crime, which is committ 
Men only; fhould have Men only on their fory, 
humbly therefore propofe, That on future 
this Sort, half of the Twelve may be Women; and 
thofe fuch whofe Faces are well known to have ta- 
ken Notes, or may be fuppos’d to remember what 
bappen’d in former Trials in the fame Place. . There 
is the learned Androgyne, that would make a good 
Fore-woman of the Pannel, who (by lang Atten- 
dance) underftands as much Law and Anatomy as 
is neceflary in this Cafe. ’Till this is taken Care of, 
Yam humbly of Opinion, it would be much more 
expedient that the Fair were wholly abfent: For 
to what End can it be that they fhould be pre- 
fent at fuch Examinations, when they can on- 
ly be perplex’d with a Fellow-feeling for the In- 
jur'd, without any Power to avenge their Sufterings. 
It is an unneceflary Pain which the Fair Ones give 
felves on thefe Occafions. I have known a 
oung Woman {fhriek out at fome Parts of the 
Bvidence ; and have frequently obferv'd, That when 
the Proof grew very particular and ftrong, there 
been {uch an univerfal Flutter of Fans, that 
one would think the whole Female Audience were 
falling, into Fits. Nor indeed can I fee how Men 
theinfelves can be wholly unmov'd at fuch Tragi- 
al Relations. In thort, I muft tell my Female Rea- 
ders, and they. may take an old Man's Word for it, 
That there is nothing in Woman {fo graceful and 
becoming as Modefty: It adds Charms to their 
Beauty, and gives a new Softnefs to their Sex. With- 
out it, Simplicity and Innocence appear rude, Read- 
ing and good denfe mafculine, Wit and Humour 
laicivious. This is fo neceflary a Qualification for 
pleafing, that the loofe Part of Womankind, whole 
Study it is to’ infnare Men’s Hearts, never fail to 
fypport the Appearance of what they know is fo 
eflential to that End: And I have heard it reported 


by the young Fellows in my Time, as a Maxiin of 
the celebrated Madam Bennet, That a young Wench, 
tho’ never fo beautiful, was not worth her Board 
when, fhe. was paft her Bluthing. This Difcourte 
naturally brings into my Thoughts a Letter I have 
receivd from the virtuous Lady Whitlefick on the 
Subjeét of Lucretia. 


Coufin Tfaxc, From my Tea-Table, Ofkob. 17. 

¢ T “Read your Turler of Saturday laft, arid wag 

farptiz'd to fee you fo partial to your otvn 

* Sex, as to think none ‘of ours worthy to fit at 

* your Firft Table; for fure you can’t but own Lx- 

cretia as famous as any you have plac’d thete, 

* wha firit parted with her Virtue, and afterwards 
* with her Life, to preferve her Fame. 


Mrs. Biddy Twig has written me _a Letter to the 
fame Purpofe : But in Anfwer to both my pretty 
—— ents and Kinfwomen, I muft tell ‘em; 
That although I know Lucretia would have made 4 
very graceful Figure at the upper End of the Table; 
I did not think it proper to place her there, becaiufe 
I knew fhe would not care for being in the Compa- 


of ny of fo many Men without her Husband. At the 


fame Time I mult own, that Tarquin. himfelf was 
not a greater Lover and Admirer of Lucretia than I 
my felf.am in an honeft Way. When my Sifter 
enny was in her Sampler, I made her get the whole 
tory without Book, and tell it me in Needle-work: 
This illuftrious Lady ftands up in Hiftory,as the Glo- 
of her own Sex, and the Reproach of ours; and 
e ‘Circumitances under which the fell were fo 
very particular, that they feem to make Adultery 
and Murder meritorious. She was a Woman of 
fuch tranfcendent Virtue, that het Beauty, which 
was the greateft of the Age and Country in which 
fhe liv’d, and is generally celebrated as the highett 
of Praifein other Women, is never mention’d as a 
Part of her Charaéter. But it would be declaiimin 
to dwell upon fo celebrated a Story, whi 
I mentiond only in Refpect t6 my Kinfwo- 
nicn; and to make Reparation for the Omiffion 
they complain of, do further promife em, That if 
they can furn:th me with Inftances to fill it, there 
thall be a {mall Tea-Table fet apart in my Palace 
of Fame for the Reception of all of her Character. 


‘ Grecian Coffee-houfe, Oftober 21. 

E-was this Evening communicating my Defign of 
producing ob{cute Merit into — iew ; and 
propos'd tothe Learned, that they would pleafe to 
afaft me in the Wok. For the fame End I publith 
my Intention to the World, That all Men of libe= 
ral Thoughts may know they havean Opportunity of 
doing Juttice to fuch worthy Perfons as have come 
within their refpective Obtervation, and who by 
Misfortune, Modefty, or Want ‘of proper Writers 
to recommend em, have efcap’d the Notice of the 
reft of Mankind. If therefore any one can bring 

any 














any Tale or Tidings of illuftrious Perfons, or glorious 
Actions, that are not commonly known, he is defir'd 
to fend an Account thereof to meat F. A4orphen’s, and 
they fhall have Juftice done’em. At the fame Time 
that I have this Concern for Men and Things that 
deferve Reputation and have it not, I am refolvd to 
examine into theClaims of fuch Ancientsand Mo- 
dernsas are in Pofleffion of it, with a Defign to dif- 
place them, in cafe I find their Titles defective. The 
firlt whofe Merits I fhall enquire into, are fome 
merry Gentlemen of the French Nation, who have 
written very advantagious Hiftories of their Ex- 
ploits in War, Love and Politicks, under the Title 

of Memoirs. I am afraid I fhall find feveral of 
thefe Gentlemen tardy, becaufe I hear of them in 

no Writings but their own. To read the Narra- 

tive of one of thefe Authors, you would fancy 

there was not an Adction ina whole ipaign, 

which he did not contrive or execute ; yet if you 

confult the Hiftory, or Gazettes of thofe Times, 

rou do not find him fo much as at the Head of a 

Party from one end of the Summer to the other. 

But it is the Way of thefe Great Men, when they 

lie behind their Lines, and are in a Time of In- 

action, as they call it, to pafs away their Time in 

writing their Exploits By this Means, feveral who 

are either. unknown or defpis’d in the prefent Age, 

will be famous in the next, unlefs a fudden Stop 

be put to fuch pernicious Practices. There are.o- 

thers of that gay People, who (as I am inform’d) 

will live half a Year together ina Garrat, and write 

an Hiftory of their Intrigues in the Court of 

France. As for Politicians, they do not abound 

with that Species of Men fo much as we; but as 

ours are not fo famous for. writing, as for extempo- 

rary Diflertations in Coffee-houles, they are more 

annoy’d with Memoirs of this Nature alfo than we 
are, The moft immediate Remedy that I ‘can apply 

toprevent this growing Evil, is, that Ido hereby give 

Notice to all Bookfellers and Tranflators whatfoe- 

ver, That the Word Ademoir is French for a Novel ; 

and do require of them, That they fell and tranflate 

it accordingly. 


Will's Coffee-boufe, Oktober 21. 

Coming into this Place to Night, I met an old 
Friend of mine, who, a little after the Reftora- 
tion, writan Epigram with fome Applaufe, which 
he has liv’d upon ever fince ; and by Vertue of it 
has been a conttant Frequenter of this Coffee-houfe 
for Forty Years. He took me afide, and with a 
great deal of Friendthip told me, He was glad to 
fee me alive; for fays he, Mr. Bickerflaff, 1 am 
forry to find you have rais’d many Enemies by your 
Lucubrations. There are indeed fome, fays he, 
whofe Enmity is the greateft Honour they can fhew 
a Man; but have you liv’d to thefe Years, and don’t 
know, that the ready Way to difoblige is to give 
Advice? You may endeavour to guard your Chil- 
dren, as you call them, but---- He was going on ; 
but { found the Difagreeablenefs of giving Advice 
without being ask’d it, by my own Impatience of 
what he was about to fay.. Ina Word, I begg’d 
him to give me the hearing ofa fhort Fable. 

_ A Gentleman (fays I) who was one Day flumber- 
ing in an Arbor, was on a fudden awaken’d by the 
entle Biting of a Lizard, a little Animal remar- 
ble for its Love to Mankind. He threw it from 
his Hand. with fome Indignation, and was rifing 
up to kill it, when he faw an huge venemous Ser- 
pent fliding towards him on the other Side, which 
he foon deltroy’d; reflecting afterwards with Gra- 
titude upon his Friend that favd him, and with 
Anger againft himfelf, that had fhown fo little 
Senie of a good Office. 
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*,* The Second Volume of Secret Memoirs and May 
ners of feveral Perfons of Quality of both Sexes, from the New 
Atalantis, an Ifland in the Mediterranean. Written originally 
in Italian, and tranflatel from the Third Edition of the French 
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*,* A Supplement to the New Verfion of Pfalms, by 
Dr. Brady, and Mr. Tate; containing, the Pfalms in particular 
Meafures; the ufual Hymns, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Ten Com. 
mandments,'Holy Sacrament,&c. with Gloria Patri’s, and Tons 


Treble and Bal} pro to cach of them, and all the reft of the 
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With the Addition of Plain Inftruétions for all thofe who are de 
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or impro 
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Plain and Rational Vindication and Explanation of the Li- 
A turgy of the Church of England. Collected out of the 
Lifcourfes of fome of the Reverend Bifhops and Doctors of that 
Church, by Way of Queftion and Anfwer. With a fhort Ex- 

lanation of the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandments. By 
Clutterbuck, Gent. The Fourth Edition, with large Improve- 
ments. Printed in a Volume convenient to bind witn the Com- 
tnon-Prayer, proper for Schools, and may ve acceptable to many 
of Riper Years. Sold by R. Whitledge in Ave-Mary-Lane, and 
J. Morphew near Stationers-Hall, 1709, Price 6d. or 100 fot 
45 8.to fuch as are Charitably difpofed. 


** A New Set of Cuts for the Common Prayer, §5 ia 
Number, far exceeding any done in Great Britain before. 
graven by J. Sturt: And fold by him in Golden.Lion-Court, 
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phew, and J. Hazard, near Stationers-Hall. Pr. 3 s. 
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